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President Barack Obama O

The White House i?:‘._"..’.ii-!!._' g[:_}iﬁi[ﬁvsm_az[m
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. i
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

A year ago, in your address to the U.N. General Assembly, you spoke of efforts toward peace in the
Middle East by saying, “We can waste more time by carrying forward an argument that will not help a
single Israeli or Palestinian child achieve a better life. We can do that. Or, we can say that this time will
be different.”

Yet, the Palestinian leadership intends in just a few days to press forward with UN recognition of a
Palestinian state. The creation of a Palestinian state and its boundaries with Israel must be determined
at the negotiation table, not imposed on them or determined in a unilateral action or by precondition.
It's clear that unilateral actions, either concessions asked of Israel, or demands made by the
Palestinians, are not helpful to the peace process and will not bring about a lasting, secure peace.

Israel and the United States share the goal of a two state solution through negotiations. Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu has offered to renew direct negotiations with Palestinian President, Ma hmoud
Abbas. It’s time to be unequivocal with the Palestinians. They will not achieve statehood through
unilateral actions apart from the negotiating table. It’s also time to stop providing preconditions to the
Palestinians that they can then use before even sitting down to the negotiating table with Israel.

The United States has no stronger ally anywhere in the world than Israel. | encourage you to redirect
your administration’s failed policies and use your opportunity at the United Nations to reassure our ally
that the United States stands with them, and that we will strongly oppose any unilateral move to
declare a Palestinian state outside of a negotiated peace agreement.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator
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